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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/31/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The main argument is that the Kawabuchi reference does not disclose an 
output control unit for causing the output unit to output image data newly input from the 
image input unit after the discarding of image data from the first memory under the 
maintained image forming conditions. In column 3, line 61 - column 4, line 5, 
Kawabuchi explains that there are various keys for setting the number of copies, 
magnification, etc. and a clear key 93 that resets the values to a standard or default 
value. The set number of copies or magnification would be the image forming 
conditions and they would not be reset merely upon the discarding of the image data, 
but one the pushing of the clear key 93. For example, the magnification is currently set 
at equal scale in Fig. 2, and upon the discarding of the image data from the first 
memory, this magnification would still be set at equal scale, thus maintaining the image 
forming condition. The rejection is maintained. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 19 and 23 are allowed. 

Claim 13 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

Regarding claims 13 and 19, in the examiner's opinion, it would not have been 
obvious at the time of the invention to have the apparatus, as claimed, include the 
features of print control unit that gives priority to a new job for printing under the 
maintained forming conditions over the rest of the jobs on a waiting list. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

I. Claims 1,4, 6-12, 14-18, and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kawabuchi et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,740,496, cited in the Office 
action dated 2/10/06). 

Regarding claim 1 , Kawabuchi discloses an image forming apparatus (see 
abstract, and Fig. 1) comprising : a first memory for storing image data (memory unit 
30, column 4, lines 37- 45); an image input unit for inputting the image data to the first 
memory (column 2, line 55- column 3, line 49); a second memory for storing image 
forming conditions (being the management table MTI stored in the RAM 126, column 4, 
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line 37-column 5, line 7), the image forming conditions being at least one of number of 
copies, and magnification (column 3, line 55- column 4, line 4, and column 4, line 37- 
column 5, line 7); 

an image output unit for printing the image stored in the first memory under the image 
forming conditions stored in the second memory (column 6, lines 23-40); 

a command unit for generating a command of discarding the image data being 
printed by the image output unit (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16); 
an image data discarding controller for discarding the image data stored in the first 
memory when the command of discarding the image data is generated by the command 
unit (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), while maintaining the 
associated image forming conditions stored in the second memory (column 9, line 17- 
column 10, line 29); a job stopping controller for stopping a print operation of a job being 
printed by the image output unit (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), 
and 

an output control unit for causing the output unit to output image data newly input 
from the image input unit after the discarding of image data from the first memory under 
the maintained image forming conditions (column 3, line 50-column 4, line 22, and 
column 9, line 17-column 10, line 29, especially column 3, line 61 - column 4, line 5,); 
wherein the command unit generates a command of discarding the image data of the 
job stopped by the job stopping controller (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 
9, line 16), and wherein the image data discarding controller discards the image data of 
the job stopped by the job stopping controller and maintains the image forming 
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conditions of the job (see abstract, column 3, line 61 - column 4, line 5, and column 8, 
line 49- column 9, line 16). 

Regarding claim 4, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 1 , and further teaches of means for changing the maintained image 
forming conditions (column 3, line 55-column 5, line 7). 

Regarding claim 6, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 1 , and further teaches that the image input unit is an image reader for 
reading the image from the original and acquiring the image data, wherein the image 
output unit and the image reader operate independently (column 2, line 55-column 3, 
line 60). 

Regarding claim 7, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus 
discussed above in claim 6, and further teaches that when the image reader is 
reading another original, the command unit generates a command of suspending the 
reading operation, and at the same time, it generates a command of discarding the 
image data to be printed (see abstract, and Fig. 23, column 9, line 4-column 10, 
line 29). 

Regarding claim 8, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus 
discussed above in claim 6, and further teaches that when the image reader is 
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reading another original, the command unit generates a command of discarding the 
image data to be printed after the reading operation for another original has been 
completed (column 3, line 50-column 4, line 67, and column 8, line 57-column 9, line 
16). 

Regarding claim 9, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 1 , and further teaches that the image output unit is a printer for printing 
an image on a paper based on the image data (column 2, line 55-column 3, line 60). 

Regarding claim 10, Kawabuchi discloses an image forming apparatus (see 
abstract, and Fig. 1) comprising: 

an image for reading an original and acquiring image data of the original (column 
2, line 55-column 3, line 49); 

an image memory for storing image data acquired by the image reader (memory 
unit 30, column 4, lines 37-45); 

a mode memory for storing image forming conditions selected for the acquired 
image data (being the management table MTI stored in the RAM 126, column 4, line 
37-column 5, line 7), the image forming conditions being at least one of number of 
copies, and magnification (column 3, line 55-column 4, line 4, and column 4, line 37- 
column 5, line 7); 
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a printer for printing an image on paper, based on the image data stored in the 
image memory, under the image forming conditions stored in the mode memory 
(column 6, lines 23-40); 

a command unit for generating a command of discarding the image data being 
printed by the printer (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), 

an image data discarding controller for discarding the image data stored in the 
image memory when the command of discarding the image data is generated by the 
command unit (see abstract and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), while maintaining 
the associated image forming conditions stored in the mode memory (column 9, line 
17-column 10, line 29), 

a print control unit for causing the printer to print another image data newly read 
by the image reader after the discarding of image data from the image memory under 
the maintained image forming conditions in the mode memory (column 3, line 50- 
column 4, line 22, and column 9, line 17- column 10, line 29), and 

a job stopping controller for stopping a print operation of a job being printed by 
the printer, wherein the command unit generates a command of discarding the image 
data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller (see abstract, and column 8, line 
49-column 9, line 16), and 

wherein the image data discarding controller discards the image data of the job 
stopped by the job stopping controller and maintains the image forming conditions of the 
job (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16). 
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Regarding claim 1 1, Kawabuchi disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 10, and further teaches of a changing means for changing the 
maintained image forming conditions (column 3, line 55-column 5, line 7). 

Regarding claim 12, Kawabuchi disclose the image forming apparatus discussed . 
above in claim 10, and further teaches that the image reader and the printer operate 
independently (column 2, line 55-column 3, line 60), and the image memory stores 
image data for a plurality of jobs (column 4, lines 22-61). 

Regarding claim 14, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 12, and further teaches that when the image reader is reading another 
original, the command unit generates a command of suspending the reading operation, 
and at the same time, it generates a command of discarding the image data to be 
printed (see abstract, and Fig. 23, column 9, line 4-column 10, line 29). 

Regarding claim 15, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 12, and further teaches that when the image reader is reading another 
original, the command unit generates a command of discarding the image data to be 
printed after the reading operation for another original has been completed (column 3, 
line 50-column 4, line 67, and column 8, line 57-column 9, line 16). 
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Regarding claim 16, Kawabuchi discloses an image forming method (see 
abstract) comprising: 

storing image data in an image memory (memory unit 30, column 4, lines 37-45), 

storing image forming conditions for the image data in a memory (being the 
management table MTI stored in the RAM 126, column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7), the 
image forming conditions being at least one of number of copies, and magnification 
(column 3, line 55-column 4, line 4, and. column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7), priming an 
image on a paper, based on the image data stored in the image memory, under the 
image forming conditions stored in the memory (column 6, lines 23-40); 

generating a command of discarding the image data whose image is being 
printed (see abstract, and column 8, line 49-column 9, line 16), 

stopping a print operation of the image data being printed and erasing the image 
data from the image memory in response to the command (see abstract, and column 8, 
line 49-column 9, line 16), while maintaining the associated image forming conditions in 
the memory, 

acquiring new image data and storing the new image data in the image memory 
(column 9, line 17-column 10, line 29), and 

printing a new image on a paper, based on the new image data acquired after 
the discarding of image data from the image memory, under the image forming 
conditions maintained in the mode memory (column 3, line 50-column 4, line 22, and 
column 9, line 17ocolumn 10, line 29). 
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Regarding claim 17, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming method discussed 
above in claim 16, and further teaches of the step of changing the maintained image 
forming conditions (column 3, line 55-column 4, line 4, and column 4, line 37-column 5, 
line-7). 

Regarding claim 18, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming method 
discussed above in claim 16, and further teaches of the step of printing image data of 
another print job on a waiting list after the newly acquired image data has 
completely been printed (column 3, line 50-column 4, line 22, and column 9, line 17- 
column 10, line 29). 

Regarding claim 20, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus 
discussed above in claim 1 , and further teaches that the storing image forming 
conditions for the image data in a memory, the image forming conditions being at 
least one of number of copies, magnification and paper size (column 3, line 55- 
column 4, line 4, and column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7). 

Regarding claim 21, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming apparatus 
discussed above in claim 10, and further teaches that the storing image forming 
conditions for the image data in a memory, the image forming conditions being at 
least one of number of copies, magnification and paper size (column 3, line 55- 
column 4, line 4, and column 4, line 37-column 5, line 7). 
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Regarding claim 22, Kawabuchi discloses the image forming method discussed 
above in claim 16, and further teaches that the storing image forming conditions for the 
image data in a memory, the image forming conditions being at least one of number of 
copies, magnification and paper size (column 3, line 55-column 4, line 4, and column 4, 
line 37-column 5, line 7). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning thjs communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yixing Qin whose telephone number is (571)272-7381. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on (571)272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




